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Section of the Central Division. It commends the report of the 
Committee to the attention of every English teacher and of every 
school officer; and it requests the coSperation of educational organi- 
zations, institutions, state officers, and the press, in securing the 
utmost publicity for the report. 



The Modern Language Association authorizes the Committee on 
English Composition Teaching, acting with Professor V. C. Coulter, 
to request state officers and high school inspectors to furnish data 
with reference to the comparative cost of equipment and of instruc- 
tion for the various departments in the high schools. 



The Modern Language Association requests the attention of the 
United States Department of Education and of the Carnegie Founda- 
tion for the Advancement of Teaching to the report of 'the Com- 
mittee on English Composition Teaching, with reference to possible 
publication and general distribution. 

On motion of Professor O. F. Emerson the report and 
the resolutions offerd by the Committee wer adopted ; and 
on motion of Professor J. M. Clapp it was voted that the 
expenses of the Committee to date by borne by the Asso- 
ciation. 

On motion of Professors F. G. Hubbard and W. D. 
MacClintoek the following minute was adopted by a rising 
vote : 

The Modern Language Association has lernd of the sudden deth 
of J. Scott Clark, Professor of English at Northwestern University 
and for many years a member of the Association. 

Professor Clark was widely known as a vigorous and successful 
teacher and writer in the field of English rhetoric and composition, 
and was a vital personal force in the moral life of his students. 

Be it resolvd: 

(1) That this Associatien expresses here its deep sense of 
personal and professional loss in the deth of Professor 
Clark. 
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(2) That the Association extends its sympathy on this sad 
occasion to Professor Clark'B family, to his University, 
and to his students. 

(3) That a copy of these Resolutions be sent by the Secretary 
to Professor Clark's family and to the President of North- 
western University. 

[Copies wer subsequently sent as directed.] 

Professor E. C. Hills reported for the Auditing Com- 
mittee that the Tresurer's accounts wer found correct: 
and the Tresurer's report was thereupon accepted. 

For the Nominating Committee Professor J. W. Cun- 
liffe reported the following nominations : 

President: C. H. Grandgent, Harvard University. 

First Vice-President: Felix E. Schelling, University of 
Pennsylvania. 

Second Vice-President: E. P. Baillot, Northwestern 
University. 

Third Vice-President: Philip S. Allen, University of 
Chicago. 

Secretary: W. G. Howard, Harvard University. 

Tresurer: Karl Young, University of Wisconsin. 

Executiv Council: 

J. D. Bruce, University of Tennessee. 
A. G. Canfield, University of Michigan. 
A. P>. Faust. Cornell University. 
C. M. Gayley, University of California. 
M. D. Learned, University of Pennsylvania. 
J. L. Lowes, Washington University. 
Raymond Weeks, Columbia University. 
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Editorial Committee: 

James W. Bright, Johns Hopkins University. 
F. M. Warren, Yale University. 

On motion of Professor Alcee Fortier the report was 
accepted and the persons nominated wer unanimously 
elected. 

On motion of Professor W. G. Howard it was voted to 
appoint Dr. E. H. Wilkins of Harvard University Tresu- 
rer's Agent, and- until further orders to appropriate an- 
nually as compensation for his services the sum of fifty 
dollars. 

On motion of Professor W. W. Comfort it was unani- 
mously orderd : 

That the harty thanks and appreciation of the Modern 
Language Association be exprest by a rising vote for the 
generous hospitality extended to the members of the Associa- 
tion by the joint entertainment committee of Northwestern 
University and the University of Chicago and by the ladies 
who assisted it, by Dean Wigmore, and by the Cliff Dwellers 
Club; and further, that the thanks and appreciation of the 
Association be likewise exprest to Professor George Lyman 
Kittredge for his contribution to the plesure and profit of this 
meeting. 

[Copies of this order wer subsequently sent to the 
persons and organizations mentiond.] 

Professor A. H. Quinn presented to the Association an 
invitation of the University of Pennsylvania to hold the 
next meeting of the Association in Philadelphia, and 
urged the acceptance thereof. 

[The Executiv Council subsequently accepted this invi- 
tation.] 
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On behalf of the Committee of the Central Division, 
on the time and place of the next meeting of the Division, 
Professor T. A. Jenkins recommended that the invitation 
of Indiana University, Purdue University, De Pauw Uni- 
versity, Butler College, and Wabash College to hold the 
meeting in Indianapolis be accepted; and the recommen- 
dation was adopted. 

The reading of papers was then resumed. 

16. " Richard the Third, Act I, Scene k-" By Pro- 
fessor Robert Adger Law, of the University of Texas. 
[To appear in Publications, xxvn, 2.] 

[The chief sources of Richard the Third ar wel known, but for the 
impressiv scene depicting Clarence's murder in prison no source is 
generally recognized. The anonymous King heir, acted 1594 and 
used by Shakespeare in composing his tragedy of similar title, con- 
tains a scene where a hired murderer finds the king asleep. Waking, 
Leir tels his allegorical dream to a companion just before the mur- 
derer declares his business. In the course of a long discussion the 
king lerns with amazement who is the murderer's principal. Finally 
the ruffian relents. Verbal similarities between the scenes ar strik- 
ing. — A ten-minute abstract.] 

17. " The Arthurian Dramas of Eduard Stucken." 
By Professor Thomas Moody Campbell, of the Randolph- 
Macon Woman's College. 

[Stucken's prose dramas; his ballads. The Arthurian dramas 
totally different from his other works. Their general character. 
Their language; brilliance of expression; gloomy fancy; riotous 
fancy; extended metafor. The plots; the chief variation of Gawan 
from its source; outline of Lamval; improbabilities in hanval; the 
spirit of Lanval that of the modern renascence; general sources of 
Lanzelot; the character of Lanzelot hinges on the creed of per- 
sonality; Elaine; Ginover; Arthur. — Twenty minutes.] 

18. "Modern Thought in Meredith's Poems." By 
Professor John William Cunliffe, of the University of 
Wisconsin. [See Publications, xxvn, 1.] 
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[The paper contrasted the attitude of George Meredith with that 
of Tennyson and Browning in regard to the great intellectual issues 
of the time: — (1) evolution; (2) God; (3) the immortality of the 
soul; (4) democracy; (5) the emancipation of women. It en- 
devord to show that while Tennyson is the representativ of tra- 
ditional conservatism and Browning of individualistic liberalism, 
Meredith is, in both lilosofy and politics, a radical and a leader, 
not merely a follower and interpreter of the ideas of his time. — 
Twenty minutes.] 

19. " Criminal Characters in Shakespeare." By Pro- 
fessor Elmer Edgar Stoll, of Western Reserve University. 

fA discussion of the villain as a product of Elizabethan and 
erlier ways of thinking and play-making. Shakespeare's criminals 
compared with those of contemporary literature and tested by the 
principles of criminal psychology. The criminal's self-consciousness 
and consistency, his manners, moral views, hypocrisy, remorse, 
skepticism, and atheism. — Twenty-five minutes. ] 

20. " Contemporary Literature- — a Scientific Study ? " 

By Professor Otto Eduard Lessing, of the University of 

Illinois. 

[European universities hav long taken up and recognized the 
study of contemporary literature as on a par with other historical 
studies. Current opinion in this country generally associates the 
interest in things modern with an unscholarly attitude of mind. 
This paper attempted to refute such prejudis by pointing out: 1) 
the scholarly equipment necessary for an historical study of present- 
day fenomena, 2) the advantages that may be derived from an 
intelligent and unbiast observation of the present for the study of 
the past. — Fifteen minutes.] 

At half past twelv o'clock the members of the Associa- 
tion luncht by invitation of Northwestern University in 
Booth Hall. 

FIFTH SESSION, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29 

The session began at 2.30 p. m. 

21. " Romantic Outcroppings in English Classicism." 
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By Professor Raymond Dexter Havens, of the University 
of Rochester. 

[An attempt to show that classicism in eighteenth-century Eng- 
land was neither as general nor as extreme as it has been pictured. 
The English hav always been romantic. Our neglect of the lesser 
writers of the period, the dominance of Pope, and the inability of 
the poets of the time to express emotion make the age seem more 
classical than it was. The more limber classicism is apparent in 
love of nature, in sympathy for animals, in interest in fairies, in 
appreciation of Gothic architecture, and in extensiv use of verse 
forms other than the heroic couplet. Yet to regard the presence of 
these or similar characteristics as establishing the romanticism of 
an author is misleading and causes a misunderstanding of poets of 
the freer type of classicism, such as Thomson and Cowper. — Twenty 
minutes.] 

22. " History of the English Relativ Constructions." 
By Professor George Oliver Curme, of Northwestern Uni- 
versity. 

[This paper containd a brief outline of an extended investigation 
of the origin and development of the English relativ constructions, 
which wil appear in the next two numbers of the Journal of English 
and Germanic Philology. Attention was cald in this outline 
especially to the so-cald omission of the relativ and the development 
of the forms " the whiche," " which that," and " the whiche that." — 
Thirty minutes.] 

This paper was discust by Professors J. S. Kenyon, 
John Morris, O. F. Emerson, C. H. Grandgent, and W. 
G. Hale. 

23. " The Plan of the Canterbury Tales." By Dr. 
Harry Stuart Vedder Jones, of the University of Illinois. 

[The paper presented a study of Chaucer's scheme in the light of 
medieval satire and allegory, with special reference to the Mats du 
Monde and the motif of the pilgrimage. — Twenty minutes.] 

This paper was discust by Professor A. 0. L. Brown. 

24. "Linguistics There and Here." By Dr. David 
Simon Blondheim. of the University of Illinois. 
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[Recent tendencies in language study in Europe as exemplified 
by work in the Romance field, ar leading away from the view that 
linguistic science is analogous to the natural sciences, and 
bringing out more clearly its connection with the study of history, 
especially the history of civilization. Word-geography and word- 
history as illustrations of the newer point of view. In America, on 
the other hand, numerous criticisms of linguistic studies as technical 
and devoid of cultural value hav been made of late; an examination 
of the ju9tis of these criticisms. — Twenty minutes.} 

This paper was discust by Professors Gr. O. Curme and 
W. G. Hale. 

25. " Patrons of Letters in Norfolk and Suffolk, c. 

1450." By Dr. Samuel Moore, of Bryn Mawr College. 

[To appear in Publications, xxvn, 2 and xxvin, 1.] 

[East Anglia has at this period a peculiar interest by reason of 
the fact that a large number of its gentry, including Sir John Fas- 
tolf, Sir Miles Stapleton, the Duke of Suffolk, the abbot of Bury, 
John Denston Lady Isabel Bourchier, the Countess of Oxford, the 
Duke of York, and Sir John Beaumont, wer encouraging the pro- 
duction of literature in Norfolk and Suffolk. These persons wer not 
isolated from each other, but wer intimately connected by ties of 
kinship, neighborhood, acquaintance, and interest. The existence of 
such a group of patrons, forming a literary public quite apart from 
the court, has an interesting bearing on certain problems of medieval 
literary history, particularly the revival of alliterativ poetry. — 
Twenty minutes.] 

The Association adjournd at 4.50 p. m. 



PAPERS RED BY TITLE 

The following papers, presented to the Association, wer 
red by title only: 

26. " The Conversations D. M. D. C. E. D. C. D. M, as an Educa- 
tional Treatise." By Professor Isabelle Bronk, of Swarthmore Col- 
lege. 

[The increasing emfasis laid upon the Chevalier de Mere' as a 



